
SITUATION REPORT NO.  11
INCIDENT NO. 98-001

DATE: July 30, 1998         TIME:  1:00 p.m.

TO: Governor Edward T. Schafer
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505

1. NATURE OF DISASTER: Devils Lake Basin and eastern North Dakota flooding.

2. DEATHS AND INJURIES: A driver sustained minor injuries when his vehicle hit loose gravel and
rolled into a water-filled ditch north of Rutland in Sargent County. The driver, who was trapped inside
the vehicle, found an air pocket while rescue crews worked to extricate him from the vehicle.

3. DAMAGES: Devils Lake at Creel Bay measured 1,447.47 feet on July 30, dropping 0.10 feet during
a seven-day period.

The Sargent County Emergency Manager continues to receive reports from residents who are
experiencing water seepage-related problems because of a high ground water table and ground
water pressure. The residents also report flood-damage to floors and walls. 

4. RESOURCES:

LOCAL: No change from previous reports.

STATE: No change from previous reports.

FEDERAL: No change from previous reports.

5. VOLUNTEER ACTION: No change from previous reports.

6. MAJOR ACTIONS: The State Coordinating Officer has received notification that Cass, LaMoure and
Walsh Counties have been added to disaster areas declared under FEMA-1220-DR-ND. The
addition of the three counties brings the number of counties eligible for Individual Assistance and
Public Assistance to 16. Two Indian reservations, Spirit Lake Sioux Tribe and the Turtle Mountain
Band of Chippewa, have also been designated as disaster areas. North Dakota’s recent trend
toward heavy rainfall, high water tables, hailstorms and high winds continues to aggravate old
problems, as well as create new flood-related problems in these areas.

Public Assistance Applicant Briefings have been scheduled for newly-declared areas.  The first
briefing will be held on August 5 at 8:30 a.m. at the Walsh County Courthouse, Farmers Meeting
Room, in Grafton. A second briefing will also be held on August 5 at 2:00 p.m. at the Regional Law
Enforcement Training Center in Fargo.

Governor Schafer issued a proclamation on July 22 declaring a critical shortage of livestock and
feed supplies within the state because of moderate and severe drought conditions in western North
Dakota. His proclamation allows access to highway “no-mow” areas for haying. These areas
include right-of-way lands, from U.S. Highway 83 to the western border of North Dakota, on U.S.
Highway 2 east of Minot. Landowners, or their designees, are allowed to utilize or harvest the forage
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in right-of-ways provided they take reasonable precautions to avoid or minimize damage or
destruction to obvious wildlife nesting areas and habitats.

Flood-fight efforts are continuing in Sargent County, where a newly-formed Water Advisory Board
decided to investigate the feasibility of clearing debris from Crooked Creek and a portion of the Wild
Rice River to facilitate drainage.  Workers for the city of Gwinner are digging a ditch to divert water
away from a business area. In Forman, crews began boring work for a 36-inch culvert that will be
placed under N.D. Highway 32 in an effort to alleviate the city’s flooding problems. Staff at the
Forman golf course has begun pumping water into the temporary ditch. Work began on July 25,
which should allow the golf course staff time to assess damages and begin repairs prior to fall
freeze. 

A Joint Recovery Team Meeting will be held from 9:00 a.m. until  5:00 p.m. August 1 and 3 at the
Richland County Law Enforcement Center in Wahpeton. Representatives of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), the North Dakota Individual and Family Grant Program, and the
Small Business Administration will be available to answer flood victims’ questions. Similar meetings
have been held in Fort Totten, Belcourt and Cavalier.

By July 30, 91 Notice of Interest applications had been received for participation in the Public
Assistance Program. Applicants include: 13 counties; two reservations; 46 cities; four state
agencies; nine public schools and universities; five park boards; seven water districts; one rural
utility; and four private non-profit organizations providing government services (such as electrical,
medical, and educational). The Processing Center in Bismarck has received 45 Damage Survey
Reports (DSRs) and has obligated funds for 25 DSRs. At this time, nearly $605,577 in infrastructure
repairs, emergency work and debris removal has been determined to be eligible statewide. 

The registration period for Individual Assistance Programs has been extended from August 5 to
September 21. Those applying for disaster assistance can register by calling FEMA’s
teleregistration center (800) 462-9029. Hearing or speech-impaired persons register by calling (800)
462-7585.

As of July 28, a total of 184 North Dakotans had contacted the FEMA teleregistration center to
register for Individual Assistance Programs made available as part of FEMA-1220-DR-ND recovery
efforts. Of the applicants, 57 to date have been referred to the Individual and Family Grant Program,
administered by North Dakota Emergency Management, and 130 have been referred for Disaster
Housing assistance provided by FEMA. The Small Business Administration (SBA) has issued 84
low-interest loan applications to disaster victims. Disaster victims may be referred to one or more
programs.

7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED: No change from previous reports.

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE: No change from previous reports.

9. OTHER: No change from previous reports.

__________________________________
Douglas C. Friez, State Director


